Forage Soybean Harvest Restrictions

Chris Boerboom, Ext. Weed Scientist

Some fields of late planted soybeans may not mature this fall before a killing frost.  In these situations, a farmer may consider the option of harvesting the soybeans as a forage crop.  However, a farmer needs to consider the herbicides that were applied to the soybeans because many herbicides labels do not allow treated soybeans to be harvested as forage.  I have summarized the forage restrictions for the common preemergence and postemergence soybean herbicides below.  Fortunately, many soybeans in Wisconsin are Roundup Ready and were likely sprayed with glyphosate.  Many glyphosate labels such as Monsanto’s Roundup products, allow soybeans to be harvested for forage 14 days after the last glyphosate application.  However, there are other glyphosate products such as Syngenta’s Touchdown products that do not allow postemergence-treated soybeans to be harvested for forage. You will need to check the label of the specific glyphosate formulation that you used to know if forage harvest is permitted.

It may be surprising to see that most soybean herbicides do not allow soybeans to be harvested as a forage.  This is probably because the herbicide manufacturers never conducted the tests to determine the level of herbicide residues that would exist in forage soybeans.  The infrequent and minor use of soybeans as a forage crop has not justified the expense of conducting this research.

Preemergence

Forage harvest allowed

Herbicide
(yes, no, or days after application)


Boundary
40 days

Command 3ME
no

Define
no

Domain
no

Gangster
no

Intrro
no

Lorox
no


Outlook
no

Pendimethalin (Prowl/Pendimax)
yes


Pursuit Plus
75 days

Python
no

S-metolachlor 
yes


     (Cinch/Dual II Magnum)

Sencor
40 days

Spartan
no

Trifluralin
yes

Valor
no


Postemergence

Forage harvest allowed

Herbicide
(yes, no, or days after application)


Assure II
no

Basagran
30 days

Classic
no

Extreme
no

FirstRate
14 days

Flexstar
no

Fusion
no

Harmony GT
no

Lactofen (Cobra/Phoenix)
no

Poast Plus
75 days

Pursuit
no

Raptor
no

Resource
no

Roundup Weathermax
14 days 

Select
no

Stellar
no

Synchrony
no

Touchdown
no

Ultra Blazer
no


